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The best beaches

around George

We have an abundance of beaches in and around
George; whether you want smooth waves for
‘cooking’ surf sessions or a social beach for strutting,
suntanning and snapping selfies. We have sandy
strands for buckets and spades, calm estuaries for
chilling with kids and windswept shores for romantic
strolls.

The best time to visit the Garden Route's beaches is
between November and March, when the days are
long and warm. Water temperatures remain in the
balmy 16-to-21-degree range throughout the year, so
you can avoid the Cape Town ice-cream headaches
here! Pods of dolphins are regularly spotted in our
surf. The Common, Dusky and Bottlenose Dolphin are
all well-known locals. Southern Right Whales visit our
shores between June and November.

Best for surfing, suntanning and selfies.

Victoria Bay is the region's most famous and funky
beach. 'Vic' is well known for its consistent right-hand
point break, making it one of the most popular surf
spots onthe Garden Route.

The narrow sandy cove is surrounded by rocky,
forested cliffs and usually lined with bikini clad
sunworshippers. A paved promenade extends past the
local holiday homes to the headland, aptly called
‘Land's End'. Here, a circular stone portal called a
‘Moon Gate' was built from local slate and offers a
fantastic opportunity for selfie snaps, against the
backdrop of crashing surf. The point is strewn with
huge boulders that offer fascinating rock-pooling
opportunities for small children. A small tidal pool is
the safest place for weak swimmers. The pier offers a
spot to cast a line from, however, most find they are
more likely to snag a surfer than afish!

Lifeguards are on duty in the holiday season, please
pay close attention to their direction, as the riptides in
the bay can be strong. Vikkie's Beach Bar offers chips,
milkshakes, burgers and breakfasts with spectacular
views. Toilets, showers, and disabled parking and
wheelchair access are available. Dogs are not allowed
onthebeach.

Location: Traveling along the N2 National Road
between George and Wilderness, Victoria Bay is 3km
off the N2.




Best for family fun, kids, floaties, fishing and
canoes.

Kaaiman's River Mouth is a jealously guarded local
secret and a phenomenal spot for families. A tiny car
park is located directly off the N2, and the beach is
accessed via a 200-metre hike alongside the
whizzing main road. The lack of sufficient parking and
difficult access deters most visitors, but the blissful
river mouth is well worth a visit.

Hikers descend onto a massive and secluded sand-
bar at the mouth of the Kaaiman's River, with breath-
taking views of the forested cliffs on either side. A
dark cola-coloured river meets the blue Indian Ocean
under a towering train bridge. The tidal estuary is a
greatplace for kids to castaline, swim, float or paddle
a canoe. Small children love the shallow warm water
and are unlikely to be bowled over by a wave or swept
away by breakers.

Please note that there are no ablutions on the beach,
no lifeguards and no rubbish bins. Pack everything
that you need and take every scrap of litter with you
when you leave. Location: Kaaiman's River is located
between Wilderness and George. The car park is
located on the south side of the N2. Follow the
walking trail east to the beach.

Best for paragliding and paddling.

The little village of Wilderness is locally renowned for
having one of the longest, cleanest beaches in South
Africa, with pristine white sand and crystal water. The
first section of the beach (at the western most corner)
is called Leentjiesklip. Visitors will find limited parking,
clean ablutions, a coldwater shower and abraai area.

Leentjiesklip is popular for sunbathing, fishing,
volleyball and whale watching. Fishermen come to this
beach for the wide variety of fish species found in the
area, including Kabeljou, Blacktail and Steenbrass.
‘Leentjies’ is an ideal place to watch the local hand
gliders and paragliders who take off from the Map of
Africa above Dolphin's Point. Lifeguards man the
beach in-season, beware of dangerous currents
around therocks.

Location: Turn off the N2 onto Station Road, turn right
into Sands Road. Leentjiesklip carpark is at the
western end of the road.

Best for blue flags, lifeguards and seafood
spoils.

Further along Wilderness Beach, the local NSRI Station
is situated next to Salina's Beach Restaurant. This
section of beach has Blue Flag status, lifeguards and is
out-of-bounds for dogs. Parking and ablutions are
available and there is access to a large sandy beach at
the mouth of the Touw River. Small children enjoy the
calm and shallow water in the mouth.

Check out the local surf and wind conditions on
Salina's Beach Restaurant webcam (salinas.co.za).
Stop into the restaurant for a chilled glass of wine or a
fish supper after some swimming. Location: Directly
off the N2 on the Knysna side of Wilderness.



Best for chip vans, tidal pools and surf
lessons.

Herold's Bay is a clean, safe beach and is ideal for
busy families. This beach has been trending in the
holiday guide books since the 1900's. Photos in the
George Museum show Voortrekkers camping out on
the beach next to their fully laden ox wagons.

Surfers and bodyboarders enjoy the left-hand reef
break, which picks up plenty of groundswell. It's a
popular spot for lunch, with a few snack vans,
including a Chip N' Dip, in the car park. The bay is
protected from the dreaded south easterly wind by a
rocky headland and is a wonderful swimming beach
with plenty of space to stretch out, play bat and ball,
and bask in the sun. Herold's main attraction for
familiesis the deliciously warm and calm tidal pool on
the western side of the cove. It's warmer than the
open ocean and large enough to do laps in. The salt-
water pool hosts tiny shoals of fish, sea anemones
and even the odd octopus - so make sure to bring your
snorkel and mask. Check out local company 'Vibe
SurfSchool' forlessons and board rentals. Lifeguards
are on duty in season. Parking and ablutions are
available.

Location: Take exit 425 off the N2 National Road
(between George and Mossel Bay), follow the R404 for
about 5,5 km to Herold's Bay.

Best forlong walks and dog-Lovers

Kleinkrantz is ideal for escaping the crowds. Tall sand
dunes slope down onto a seemingly endless expanse
of sand. Walking east, hikers can enjoy 20 km stroll all
the way to Swartvlei. The westward direction takes

walkers back to Wilderness. Dogs are allowed off-
leash on this beach and further information on dog-
friendly beaches can be obtained from SANPARKS.

Dueto thelack of ablutions and the steep profile of the
beach, fewer people use this section of the coast.
Beware of strong currents and riptides. Lifeguards are
not onduty here and swimming is dangerous.

Location: East of Wilderness turn off the N2 onto
Protea Lane. Take aright and follow the road to the car
park.

Please note that the south-easterly wind can
occasionally blow stinging bluebottle jellyfish onto our
shores in the summer months. Beware their ferocious
sting. Although all our beaches look inviting, currents
and riptides at some locations can be very dangerous,
please swim atlifeguard monitored beaches!

Location: East of Wilderness turn off the N2 onto
Protea Lane. Take aright and follow the road to the car
park.




Nature
activities

@ Fishing @ Bird watching @ Flora and fauna @ Whale / dolphin watching

o Wilderness

@ @ Garden Route Botanical Garden

@ @ Outeniqua Nature Reserve

@ Saasveld Forest
@ @ George Dam

@ Herolds Bay Beach

@ Victoria Bay Beach

@ Gwaing River Mouth

@ Pepsi Pools

g Oubaai Whale Deck

o Uniondale

@ @ Burchess Trail
@ @ Toorwaterpoort
@ @ Kammanassie Nature Reserve

@ @ Uniondale Reserve (Fort koppie)

@ Woodpville Big Tree
e Dolphin’s Point

@ o @ Garden Route National Park

@ Kaaimans River

@ Map of Africa

@ Wilderness Beach

@ The Boardwalk on 6th Ave

@ Leentjiesklip Beach

@ Wilderness Lagoon Boardwalk

@ Flat Rock
9 @ Island Lake

@ The Touw River




Beach, river,
lakes and dam

George

Herolds Bay

Popular for:

Sunbathing, swimming, eating ice cream and
hot chips, surf lessons, bodyboarding

Facilities and features:

Tidal pool, braai facilities, grassed area,
ablutions, showers, snack vans, campsite,
lifeguards in season, promenade

Victoria Bay
Popular for:
Surfing, sunbathing, swimming, fishing

Facilities and features:

Rock pools, tidal pool, braai facilities, grassed
area, ablutions, showers, disabled parking and
wheelchair access, pier, promenade,
restaurant, lifequards in season, campsite

Gwaiing Beach
Popular for:
Sunbathing, surfing

Facilities and features:

Campsite, 'gorgeous Gorge', braai area,
lifeguards in season, ablutions, showers,
grassed area, promenade

George Dam

Popular for:

Walking, kayaking, mountain biking,
picnicking

Facilities and features:
Security, rudimentary ablutions, hiking trails,

cycling tracks




Wilderness:

A wetland treasure
of global significance

Did you know that Wilderness is home to one of South
Africa's officially recognised Wetlands of
International Importance? Designated on 28 June
1991 under the global Ramsar Convention, the
Wilderness Lakes system is a natural jewel that plays
a vital role in sustaining local biodiversity, supporting
the health of our ecosystems, and offering unforget-
table nature experiences.

Managed by South African National Parks
(SANParks), this wetland system includes Rondevlei,
Langvlei, Island Lake, and the Serpentine River. These
interconnected lakes form part of the Touw River
catchment, which flows into the Indian Ocean along
Wilderness's stunning 18-kilometre stretch of beach.

This special ecosystem is a haven for a remarkable

range of life:

+ Around 285 indigenous plant species

+ 32fish species, several of which depend on these
wetlands as nursery areas

+ Upto 300 bird species, including both breeding
and migratory birds

« Arichvariety of aquatic invertebrates

The Ramsar Convention promotes the conservation
and wise use of wetlands globally. These
ecosystems are essential - not only for wildlife - but
also for human wellbeing, through flood control,
water purification, climate regulation, and
opportunities for sustainable tourism. For both
locals and visitors, the Wilderness wetlands offer
more than scenic beauty - they are a living, breathing
example of how nature and community are deeply
interconnected. Whether you're birdwatching,
paddling the tranquil waters, or simply enjoying the
serenity, you're engaging with a landscape of global
ecologicalimportance.



Wilderness

® Bo-langvlei
Popular for:
Birdwatching

Facilities and features:
Minimal infrastructure

® Flat Rock Beach
Popular for:
Fishing, rock pools, dog friendly

Facilities and features:
Staircase to beach, the beach is covered in
rocks, plentiful birdlife

® Island Lake

Popular for:
Camping, boating, picnicking, swimming

Facilities and features:
Picnic benches, campsite, ablutions

® Kaaimans River Mouth
Popular for:
Swimming, kayaking, fishing, inflatables

Facilities and features:
Waterfall, river meets beach, Southern
temperate forest

® Kleinkrantz Beach

Popular for:

Dog friendly, fishing, walks to Sedgefield,
paragliding

Facilities and features:
Staircase to beach, sand dune, beach cave

® Leentjiesklip Beach

Popular for:

Sunbathing, paragliding, fishing, volleyball,
whale watching

Facilities and features:
Ablutions, shower, braai area, lifeguards in
season

® Rondevlei
Popular for:
Birdwatching, aquatic wildlife, canoeing

Facilities and features:
Bird hide

Serpentine River

Popular for:

Canoeing, birdwatching, stand up
paddleboarding, nature photography

Facilities and features:
Snake-like curves through reed beds and
wetlands

Swartvlei

Popular for:

Boating, canoeing, sailing, water skiing, stand-
up paddleboarding, fishing, swimming,
picknicking, birdlife

Facilities and features:

Swartvlei is an estuarine lake, with a mix of fresh
and salt water, making it ecologically unique.
Picnic spots, boating launch sites

Touw River
Popular for:
Swimming, canoeing, bird watching

Facilities and features:

SanParks permit required. Inside Garden Route
National Park Tarentaal Picnic Area (Day
Visitors) - ablutions, canoe hire, boat rides, lapa
with benches, braai facilities, grassed area,
jungle gym.

Wilderness Main Beach
Popular for:
Surfing, sunbathing, swimming, paragliding

Facilities and features:

Ablutions, disabled toilet, disabled parking,
lifeguards in season, restaurant, meets the Touw
River mouth, provisional Blue Flag status, NSRI

Wilderness Lagoon (Touw River)
Popular for:
Canoeing, SUP, swimming

Facilities and features:

Braai facilities, grassed area, boardwalk,
ablutions in season, disabled parking, lifeguards
in season



